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The Union Wage Advantage for Low-Wage Workers
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TABLE 1
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007 (percent)
Union Percentile
State share  Mean 10th 20th 30th  40th 50th  60th  70th  80th  90th

United States 13.8 11.9 20.6 18.9 16.8 15.0 13.7 .0 12 10.7 9.0 6.1

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Datdfoamworkers aged 16 to 64. All regressions ineladntrols
for age, gender, race, education, and industrystatteé. All coefficients are statistically signifiteaat at least the 1%
level. Union share refers to workers who are eittmembers of or represented by a union, as a sHatetad
employment.
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FIGURE 1
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007
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Source: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG data. See Talaled 2.
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TABLE 2
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007 (percent)

Union Percentile
State share Mean 10th 20th  30th  40th  50th  60th ~ 70th  80th  90th
Alabama 10.8 8.0 21.4 16.3 135 11.3 8.0 5.6 4.9 4.2 1.9
Alaska 242 9.6 171 159 147 131 111 101 7.0 3.9 -1.1
Arizona 8.4 8.7 11.0 12.5 11.3 11.6 10.9 8.0 5.6 5.1 3.1
Arkansas 6.1 10.3 146 146 13.7 132 125 102 6.1 25 7.2
California 17.9 13.3 16,5 18.2 17.4 17.2 15.9 14.212.1 9.6 6.0
Colorado 9.2 5.4 16,5 124 102 8.0 6.1 4.4 2.1 -0.2 -3.9
Connecticut 16.9 12.3 20.9 19.1 15.7 15.2 14.1 12.91.0 7.1 3.2
D.C. 141 5.7 8.9 7.7 8.6 7.9 6.2 4.0 3.2 3.4 0.4
Delaware 12.7 10.3 119 151 135 11.9 10.9 10.0 3 8. 6.0 4.0
Florida 7.5 8.3 11.2 107 118 121 107 106 8.0 6.2 3.7
Georgia 6.6 9.3 13.8 118 9.0 10.6 9.8 7.1 6.5 8.25.7
Hawaii 256 8.6 132 150 143 125 111 83 7.2 4.4 1.4
Idaho 7.4 13.6 240 222 20.8 18.6 15.9 12.4 1098 7 15
lllinois 175 114 129 147 149 144 146 134 108 9.1 4.1
Indiana 131 12.8 14.9 13.8 14.7 15.9 145 13.0 810.9.0 8.4
lowa 138 10.0 196 181 16.8 134 114 9.9 7.1 4.9 0.1
Kansas 9.9 17.1 27.2  26.5 24.8 21.1 194 16.3 14.82.4 10.3
Kentucky 11.7 1121 157 152 146 135 109 9.6 8.2 7.3 4.4
Louisiana 7.7 8.5 170 145 12.9 10.8 9.7 8.4 65 .2 4 05
Maine 13.8 8.3 201 178 150 120 9.7 7.4 4.8 1.0 -4.5
Maryland 14.8 8.1 151 131 11.9 10.7 9.6 8.3 60 4 3 -12
Massachusetts 15.0 7.3 129 146 109 9.7 8.4 5.7 3.9 21 -1.8
Michigan 21.8 9.7 13.9 131 11.3 111 10.6 10.0 947.1 4.1
Minnesota 175 122 198 185 16.0 142 124 105 94 8.0 4.1
Mississippi 7.9 8.8 18.1 13.5 11.2 11.6 7.9 8.0 6.2 4.9 -2.0
Missouri 13.1 147 19.6 20.7 193 16.7 155 148 148 125 9.7
Montana 13.9 16,5 271 246 20.5 18.2 15.7 15.6 412.10.7 4.9
Nebraska 10.0 124 255 222 182 155 133 11.8 9.2 4.8 25
Nevada 16.2 12.6 195 17.2 16.2 151 14.5 13.1 10.8.0 6.5
New Hampshire 11.4 6.9 15.4 95 9.0 8.9 7.4 6.0 4.6 3.0 0.4
New Jersey 21.4 9.8 13.8 121 12.9 12.7 11.7 90 9 7.5.2 4.4
New Mexico 106 11.0 19.7 154 147 106 8.9 6.5 5.4 9.5 11.0
New York 26.4 11.9 16.3 15.6 14.8 14.5 13.7 12.3 .110 7.0 3.3
North Carolina 3.9 9.7 139 111 118 123 121 107 7.6 5.4 -0.1
North Dakota 8.7 13.8 224 205 19.8 19.1 17.6 14.43.1 10.0 5.7
Ohio 16.7 111 147 157 150 13.0 126 113 9.1 6.3 4.5
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TABLE 2 (Continued)

Union Percentile
State share Mean 10th 20th  30th  40th  50th  60th  70th  80th  90th
Oklahoma 7.6 153 222 222 209 185 163 148 713.115 7.2
Oregon 159 132 211 213 202 176 165 134 114 8.9 5.8

Pennsylvania 15.9 8.5 12.7 13.2 11.9 11.0 10.2 9.16.5 4.6 1.4
Rhode Island 16.7 115 154 173 157 158 135 124 96 6.8 4.5
South Carolina 4.7 11.7 119 144 12.3 9.5 109 510.125 9.7 6.9
South Dakota 7.6 145 271 215 195 159 147 139 95 8.6 4.7

Tennessee 7.4 13.3 17.1 20.3 18.9 18.9 17.4 16.7 .8 1275 2.4
Texas 6.2 140 205 174 157 154 135 125 116 94 8.3
Utah 6.5 13.2 22.6 21.2 18.7 17.5 15.4 12.9 11..8.7 4.4
Vermont 12.5 104 213 194 162 139 110 7.8 5.1 4.3 -0.4
Virginia 6.1 13.6 16.0 19.7 15.2 14.1 14.5 12.8 710. 8.8 7.8

Washington 20.9 101 182 177 139 134 120 95 7.3 6.6 3.7
West Virginia  15.4 111 15.8 15.4 13.8 11.7 115 9 9. 7.2 7.3 3.1
Wisconsin 16.7 126 20.7 184 159 140 121 11.3 104 10.8 95
Wyoming 9.9 16.6 26.2 23.4 20.1 20.7 18.1 14.6 12.912.3 8.4

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Datdommworkers aged 16 to 64. All coefficients atiatistically
significant at at least the 5% level, except higted coefficients. Union share refers to worket®vare either
members of or represented by a union, as a shaotabemployment.
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APPENDIX TABLE
Sample Sizes for Regressions in Tables 1 and 2 (pent)

9

State Sample size State Sample size
Alabama 10,089 Montana 8,452
Alaska 11,854 Nebraska 14,445
Arizona 11,299 Nevada 15,022
Arkansas 8,752 New Hampshire 18,505
California 62,541 New Jersey 19,791
Colorado 18,823 New Mexico 8,404
Connecticut 18,024 New York 37,405
DC 10,440 North Carolina 17,402
Delaware 13,147 North Dakota 11,882
Florida 34,004 Ohio 26,013
Georgia 15,940 Oklahoma 9,731
Hawaii 12,205 Oregon 11,766
Idaho 10,036 Pennsylvania 28,744
lllinois 28,500 Rhode Island 15,700
Indiana 15,042 South Carolina 10,647
lowa 16,728 South Dakota 13,820
Kansas 13,865 Tennessee 11,068
Kentucky 11,621 Texas 39,708
Louisiana 7,810 Utah 12,154
Maine 15,695 Vermont 13,195
Maryland 18,535 Virginia 17,676
Massachusetts 14,832 Washington 15,381
Michigan 22,207 West Virginia 9,858
Minnesota 20,733 Wisconsin 18,007
Mississippi 7,433 Wyoming 11,588
Missouri 14,449 United States 860,968

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Datéoamworkers aged 16 to 64.



