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TABLE 1 
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007 (percent)  

Percentile 
State 

Union 
share Mean 10th 20th 30th 40th 50th 60th 70th 80th 90th 

United States 13.8 11.9 20.6 18.9 16.8 15.0 13.7 12.0 10.7 9.0 6.1 

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Data are for workers aged 16 to 64. All regressions include controls 
for age, gender, race, education, and industry and state. All coefficients are statistically significant at at least the 1% 
level. Union share refers to workers who are either members of or represented by a union, as a share of total 
employment.	
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FIGURE 1 
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007 

  
Source: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG data. See Tables 1 and 2.	
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TABLE 2 
Union Hourly Wage Premium, 2003-2007 (percent) 

Percentile 

State 

Union 

share Mean 10th 20th 30th 40th 50th 60th 70th 80th 90th 

Alabama 10.8 8.0 21.4 16.3 13.5 11.3 8.0 5.6 4.9 4.2 1.9 

Alaska 24.2 9.6 17.1 15.9 14.7 13.1 11.1 10.1 7.0 3.9 -1.1 

Arizona 8.4 8.7 11.0 12.5 11.3 11.6 10.9 8.0 5.6 5.1 3.1 

Arkansas 6.1 10.3 14.6 14.6 13.7 13.2 12.5 10.2 6.1 2.5 7.2 

California 17.9 13.3 16.5 18.2 17.4 17.2 15.9 14.2 12.1 9.6 6.0 

Colorado 9.2 5.4 16.5 12.4 10.2 8.0 6.1 4.4 2.1 -0.2 -3.9 

Connecticut 16.9 12.3 20.9 19.1 15.7 15.2 14.1 12.9 11.0 7.1 3.2 

D.C. 14.1 5.7 8.9 7.7 8.6 7.9 6.2 4.0 3.2 3.4 0.4 

Delaware 12.7 10.3 11.9 15.1 13.5 11.9 10.9 10.0 8.3 6.0 4.0 

Florida 7.5 8.3 11.2 10.7 11.8 12.1 10.7 10.6 8.0 6.2 3.7 

Georgia 6.6 9.3 13.8 11.8 9.0 10.6 9.8 7.1 6.5 8.2 5.7 

Hawaii 25.6 8.6 13.2 15.0 14.3 12.5 11.1 8.3 7.2 4.4 1.4 

Idaho 7.4 13.6 24.0 22.2 20.8 18.6 15.9 12.4 10.9 7.8 1.5 

Illinois 17.5 11.4 12.9 14.7 14.9 14.4 14.6 13.4 10.8 9.1 4.1 

Indiana 13.1 12.8 14.9 13.8 14.7 15.9 14.5 13.0 10.8 9.0 8.4 

Iowa 13.8 10.0 19.6 18.1 16.8 13.4 11.4 9.9 7.1 4.9 0.1 

Kansas 9.9 17.1 27.2 26.5 24.8 21.1 19.4 16.3 14.8 12.4 10.3 

Kentucky 11.7 11.1 15.7 15.2 14.6 13.5 10.9 9.6 8.2 7.3 4.4 

Louisiana 7.7 8.5 17.0 14.5 12.9 10.8 9.7 8.4 6.5 4.2 0.5 

Maine 13.8 8.3 20.1 17.8 15.0 12.0 9.7 7.4 4.8 1.0 -4.5 

Maryland 14.8 8.1 15.1 13.1 11.9 10.7 9.6 8.3 6.0 3.4 -1.2 

Massachusetts 15.0 7.3 12.9 14.6 10.9 9.7 8.4 5.7 3.9 2.1 -1.8 

Michigan 21.8 9.7 13.9 13.1 11.3 11.1 10.6 10.0 9.4 7.1 4.1 

Minnesota 17.5 12.2 19.8 18.5 16.0 14.2 12.4 10.5 9.4 8.0 4.1 

Mississippi 7.9 8.8 18.1 13.5 11.2 11.6 7.9 8.0 6.2 4.9 -2.0 

Missouri 13.1 14.7 19.6 20.7 19.3 16.7 15.5 14.8 14.8 12.5 9.7 

Montana 13.9 16.5 27.1 24.6 20.5 18.2 15.7 15.6 12.4 10.7 4.9 

Nebraska 10.0 12.4 25.5 22.2 18.2 15.5 13.3 11.8 9.2 4.8 2.5 

Nevada 16.2 12.6 19.5 17.2 16.2 15.1 14.5 13.1 10.8 9.0 6.5 

New Hampshire 11.4 6.9 15.4 9.5 9.0 8.9 7.4 6.0 4.6 3.0 0.4 

New Jersey 21.4 9.8 13.8 12.1 12.9 12.7 11.7 9.0 7.9 5.2 4.4 

New Mexico 10.6 11.0 19.7 15.4 14.7 10.6 8.9 6.5 5.4 9.5 11.0 

New York 26.4 11.9 16.3 15.6 14.8 14.5 13.7 12.3 10.1 7.0 3.3 

North Carolina 3.9 9.7 13.9 11.1 11.8 12.3 12.1 10.7 7.6 5.4 -0.1 

North Dakota 8.7 13.8 22.4 20.5 19.8 19.1 17.6 14.4 13.1 10.0 5.7 

Ohio 16.7 11.1 14.7 15.7 15.0 13.0 12.6 11.3 9.1 6.3 4.5 
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TABLE 2  (Continued) 

Percentile 

State 

Union 

share Mean 10th 20th 30th 40th 50th 60th 70th 80th 90th 

Oklahoma 7.6 15.3 22.2 22.2 20.9 18.5 16.3 14.8 13.7 11.5 7.2 

Oregon 15.9 13.2 21.1 21.3 20.2 17.6 16.5 13.4 11.4 8.9 5.8 

Pennsylvania 15.9 8.5 12.7 13.2 11.9 11.0 10.2 9.1 6.5 4.6 1.4 

Rhode Island 16.7 11.5 15.4 17.3 15.7 15.8 13.5 12.4 9.6 6.8 4.5 

South Carolina 4.7 11.7 11.9 14.4 12.3 9.5 10.9 10.5 12.5 9.7 6.9 

South Dakota 7.6 14.5 27.1 21.5 19.5 15.9 14.7 13.9 9.5 8.6 4.7 

Tennessee 7.4 13.3 17.1 20.3 18.9 18.9 17.4 16.7 12.8 7.5 2.4 

Texas 6.2 14.0 20.5 17.4 15.7 15.4 13.5 12.5 11.6 9.4 8.3 

Utah 6.5 13.2 22.6 21.2 18.7 17.5 15.4 12.9 11.8 8.7 4.4 

Vermont 12.5 10.4 21.3 19.4 16.2 13.9 11.0 7.8 5.1 4.3 -0.4 

Virginia 6.1 13.6 16.0 19.7 15.2 14.1 14.5 12.8 10.7 8.8 7.8 

Washington 20.9 10.1 18.2 17.7 13.9 13.4 12.0 9.5 7.3 6.6 3.7 

West Virginia 15.4 11.1 15.8 15.4 13.8 11.7 11.5 9.9 7.2 7.3 3.1 

Wisconsin 16.7 12.6 20.7 18.4 15.9 14.0 12.1 11.3 10.4 10.8 9.5 

Wyoming 9.9 16.6 26.2 23.4 20.1 20.7 18.1 14.6 12.9 12.3 8.4 

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Data are for workers aged 16 to 64. All coefficients are statistically 
significant at at least the 5% level, except highlighted coefficients. Union share refers to workers who are either 
members of or represented by a union, as a share of total employment. 
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APPENDIX TABLE 
Sample Sizes for Regressions in Tables 1 and 2 (percent) 

State Sample size State Sample size 

Alabama 10,089 Montana 8,452 

Alaska 11,854 Nebraska 14,445 

Arizona 11,299 Nevada 15,022 

Arkansas 8,752 New Hampshire 18,505 

California 62,541 New Jersey 19,791 

Colorado 18,823 New Mexico 8,404 

Connecticut 18,024 New York 37,405 

DC 10,440 North Carolina 17,402 

Delaware 13,147 North Dakota 11,882 

Florida 34,004 Ohio 26,013 

Georgia 15,940 Oklahoma 9,731 

Hawaii 12,205 Oregon 11,766 

Idaho 10,036 Pennsylvania 28,744 

Illinois 28,500 Rhode Island 15,700 

Indiana 15,042 South Carolina 10,647 

Iowa 16,728 South Dakota 13,820 

Kansas 13,865 Tennessee 11,068 

Kentucky 11,621 Texas 39,708 

Louisiana 7,810 Utah 12,154 

Maine 15,695 Vermont 13,195 

Maryland 18,535 Virginia 17,676 

Massachusetts 14,832 Washington 15,381 

Michigan 22,207 West Virginia 9,858 

Minnesota 20,733 Wisconsin 18,007 

Mississippi 7,433 Wyoming 11,588 

Missouri 14,449 United States 860,968 

Notes: CEPR analysis of CPS ORG, 2003-2007. Data are for workers aged 16 to 64. 


